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In the Shadow of Violence 

Book Presentation and Discussion with Steven B. Webb

Political Economist and World Bank Consultant Steven 

Webb will present his newest book, „In the Shadow of 

Violence: Politics, Economics and the Problems of Deve-

lopment“ (Cambridge University Press 2013), at the Hertie 

School of Governance in Berlin. Webb’s book applies the 

conceptual framework of Douglass C. North, John Joseph 

Wallis and Barry R. Weingast‘s Violence and Social Orders 

(Cambridge University Press, 2009) to nine developing coun-

tries. The cases show how political control of economic pri-

vileges is used to limit violence and coordinate coalitions of 

powerful organizations. Rather than castigating politicians 

and elites as simply corrupt, the case studies illustrate why 

development is so difficult to achieve in societies where the 

role of economic organizations is manipulated to provide 

political balance and stability. The volume develops the idea 

of limited-access social order as a dynamic social system in 

which violence is constantly a threat and political and eco-

nomic outcomes result from the need to control violence 

rather than promoting economic growth or political rights. 

For his presentation in Berlin Webb will add the perspective 

of Germany from the late 19th century to the present.

Introduction and Moderation by Helmut K. Anheier. 

Commentary by Michael Wohlgemuth, Open Europe Berlin 

and University Witten/Herdecke.

The event will be followed by a reception. 

Steven B. Webb holds degrees from Yale 

University and the University of Chicago. 

He taught in the Economics Department 

at the University of Michigan and was a 

visiting senior economist at US Depart-

ment of State. For the last 24 years, 

he has worked for the World Bank as a 

lead economist, advisor, and consultant 

in research, evaluations, and operations in Africa, Latin 

America, the Caribbean, and other regions. His specialties 

include political economy, public finance, central banks and 

monetary policy, decentralization, and economic history. 

Steven Webb is visiting Germany upon the invitation of the 

Wilhelm Röpke Institute. 

Helmut K. Anheier is Professor of So-

ciology and Dean at the Hertie School. 

He also holds a chair of Sociology at 

Heidelberg University and serves as Aca-

demic Director of the Center for Social 

Investment. He received his PhD from 

Yale University. From 2001 to 2009, he 

was Professor of Public Policy and Social 

Welfare at UCLA‘s School of Public Affairs and Centennial 

Professor at LSE. He founded and directed the Centre for 

Civil Society at LSE and the Centre for Civil Society at UCLA. 

If you wish to attend please complete the attached 

registration form and return it to us via Fax: +49-30-259 

219 444 or Email: events@hertie-school.org
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Hertie School of Governance
Professor Mark Hallerberg, PhD
Professor of Public Management
and Political Economy 

Mark Hallerberg teaches Public Management and Politi-
cal Economy at the Hertie School of Governance and is 
the Director of the Fiscal Governance Centre. He has au-
thored and co-authored several books on public finance, 
including Domestic Budgets in a United Europe (2004), 
Fiscal Governance in Europe (2009), and Who Makes the 
Budget? (2009). He has published numerous articles and 
contributions on fiscal governance, tax competition, ex-
change rate choice and European politics. Hallerberg is 
affiliated with the Political Science Department at Emory 
University and has held academic positions at various 
American universities. He has performed consulting ser-
vices for ministries of finance and international organi-
sations, including the European Central Bank, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, and the World Bank.

Professor Mark Hallerberg, PhD
Director, Fiscal Governance Centre
Email:  hallerberg@hertie-school.org
Phone: +49 (0)30 - 259 219 -308
Fax:  +49 (0)30 - 259 219 -224
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Friedrichstraße 180  ·  10117 Berlin
Email: fgc@hertie-school.org
Phone +49 (0)30 - 259 219 -0  ·  Fax -111

Hertie School of Governance

The Hertie School of Governance prepares exceptional stu-
dents for leadership positions in government, business, and 
civil society. The School also offers experienced profession-
als the opportunity to deepen their skills in the field of pub-
lic management. A renowned international faculty with 
expertise in economics, business, law, political and social 
science take an interdisciplinary, policy-oriented approach 
to the School ś teaching and research agenda. The School 
actively engages in public debate with its wide range of 
events bringing together experts from theory and prac-
tice.  The Hertie School was founded in 2003 by the Hertie 
Foundation, which remains its major partner. The School 
continually expands its international network of partners 
to strengthen its position as Germany ś leading institution 
for teaching and research on public policy and governance.
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In the Shadow of Violence

Book Presentation and Discussion with Steven B. Webb

19 March 2013 | 6 p.m. 

We kindly request that you register for this event.

In case of further questions, please call +49-30-259 219 118.


